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ingenuity to keep them standing, yields any sufficient
return in human well being; and whether that end
would not be better served by a frank recognition
that certain subjects are inaccessible to our faculties,
and by the application of the same mental powers to
the strengthening and enlargement of those other
sources of virtue and happiness which stand in no
need of the support or sanction of supernatural beliefs
and inducements.

Neither, on the other hand, can the difficulties of
the question be so promptly disposed of, as sceptical
philosophers are sometimes inclined to believe. It is
not enough to aver, in general terms, that there
never can be any conflict between truth and utility;
that if religion be false, nothing but good can be the
consequence of rejecting it. For, though the know-
ledge of every positive truth is an useful acquisition,
this doctrine cannot without reservation be applied to
negative truth. When the only truth ascertainable
is that nothing can be known, we do not, by this
knowledge, gain any new fact by which to guide
ourselves; we are, at best, only disabused of our
trust in some former guide-mark, which, though
itself fallacious, may have pointed in the same
direction with the best indications we have, and if it
happens to be more conspicuous and legible, may
have kept us right when they might have been over-
looked. It is, in short, perfectly conceivable that